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^ amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These armexes consist of a total of sheet(s). 
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Basis of the report 



With regard to the elements of the international application:'*' 
[x] the international application as originally filed. 



the description, 


pages 
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as originally filed. 
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filed with the demand. 




pages 


9 


received on with the letter of 


the claims. 


pages 


> 


as originally filed. 




pages 




as- amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 




pages 


> 


filed with the demand. 




pages 




received on with the letter of 


the drawings. 


pages 


> 


as originally filed. 




pages 


> 


filed with the demand. 




pages 


9 


received on with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages , received on with the letter of 

2. With regard to the language, aU the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 
which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following languajge which is: 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the piuposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

I I the language ofpublicationofthe international application (under Riile 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (imder Rules 55.2 
and/or 55.3), 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 

preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
I I contained in the international application in written form. 

I I filed together with the international application in con:q)uter readable form 

I I furnished subsequently fo this Authority in writteiifornt 

I I furriished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 

I I The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished. 
I I The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

been furnished 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of : 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig. 

5. Q This report has been estabUshed as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 

go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 



* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article J 4 are referred to in 
tliis report as "onginally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 and 70.17). 

Arty replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; citations 
and explanations supporting such statement 



L Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


3-14 




Claims 


1, 2, 15-18 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


3-14 




Claims 


1, 2, 15-18 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1-18 



Claims 



YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

The following documents identified in the International Search Report have been considered for the purposes of 
rq)ort: 

Dl- US 5778564 
D2-FR 2659837 
D3- US 5566477 
D4 -US 5311676 
D5 - US 3994080 
D6- US 6212797 

The claimed invention relates to shoes adapted to accept a range of interchangpable covers, so as to alter the 
appearance and/or use raviromnent of the shoe assembly. 

Claim 1 defines an interchangeable footwear system in which any one of a pluraUty of interchangeable covers are 
adapted to be fitted to a base shoe. 

However each of the documents D1-D6 clearly discloses a footwear system comprising a base shoe and 
inte«*angeable covers having all the features defined in daim 1. Therefore the subject matter of claim 1 is not 
new and feils to meet the requirements of Article 33 PCT with regard tb the requirement for novelty and mventive 
step. 

Furthermore, the features added by appended claims 2 and 15-18 are either known from one or more of ^e 
documents D1-D6 or are features which are typical in devices of this type and therefore cannot be considered as 
contributing to patentable ingenuity. 

Claims 3-14 are distinguished from the cited documents by the particular arrangement used to attach the cover to 
the base shoe. Therefore the subject matter of these claims is new and meets the requirements of Article 33(2) 
PCT with regard to the requirement for novelty. These claims are also not obvious in the light of any of the cited 
documents nor disclosed in any obvious combination, nor would these claims be obvious to a person skilled m the 
art in the Ught of common general knowledge by itself or in combination with any of the documents. 
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UL Certain observations on tiic international application 



he following observations on the clarity of the claims; description, and drawings or on the question whetiier the claims are fully 
upported by the description, are made: 



:iaim 4 is not clear because it is appended to itself. It appears that you may have intended to be appended that claim to 
;laim 3 and hence the comments in box V were established on this basis. 



Fonn PCT/IPEA/409 (Brae Wm) 1998) 



^FST AVAILABLE COPY 



